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The Cleveland Museum of Art to Participate in 


Megaconference Jr. on Internet2 
Museum Joins Event for and by Students of the World 


CLEVELAND (April 30, 2004) — The Cleveland Museum of Art (CMA) has been selected to participate in 
the first Student Megaconference (Megaconference Jr.), a one day international on-line event on Internet2 
designed to give students in elementary and secondary schools around the world the opportunity to 
communicate, collaborate and contribute to each other’s learning in real time, using advanced multi-point 
video conferencing technology. 

More than 115 sites from at least 10 countries, including China, United Kingdom, Chile, Canada, 
Spain and Iran will be participating. They will be connected via high-speed Internet2, “tomorrow’s Internet” 
created by 206 universities working in partnership with industry, education, cultural institutions, libraries and 
government to develop and deploy advanced network applications and technologies. 

The Museum is the only art museum in the United States, which is an Internet2 member. 

Megaconference Jr. is restricted to viewing by registered participants with Internet2 access; the public 
cannot view Megaconference Jr. events through home or office Internet connections. However, the Museum 
will provide public viewing on Thurs., May 6 from 12 to 5 p.m. in Gartner Auditorium. 

The Museum’s international presentation begins with a short ‘fly-through’ video of the building 
facilities and the Museum’s most popular galleries, including the Armor Court, the Egyptian Gallery and the 
Sub-Saharan African Gallery. 

CMA’s Assistant Director of Community Outreach, Cavana Faithwalker will introduce the Museum 
and several artifacts from the Sub-Saharan African Gallery, including one of the Museum’s most famous 
pieces, the Bush Buffalo Mask. The centerpiece of the Museum’s Megaconference Jr. presentation is a 
performance by Omo Ilu (Children of the Drum), an African percussion and cultural performance ensemble 
will perform from 1 to 1:20 p.m. in Gartner Auditorium. This Cleveland based group of talented young 
dancers and musicians will perform a choreographed musical number with images from the Museum’s Sub- 
Saharan African Collection featured behind them. As part of the performance the Omo Ilu members will teach 
the Megaconference Jr. audience basic dance moves. Time will be reserved for audiences to interact with the 


presenters as well. 


(more) 
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The fast Internet2 speeds will provide high quality video and audio presentation of music, dance and 
images. In addition to the Museum’s performance, this event will feature student-designed performances from 
schools in Chile, Spain, Costa Rica, Turkey and other international locations. 

To learn more about the Megaconference Jr. event, please visit megaconferencejr.cciu.org. 

The Museum has had an active distance learning program since 1999. In 2003, the program used 
video teleconferencing to delivered more than 700 distance learning lessons to more than 18,000 students 
nationwide. The Museum has the most extensive art museum-based distance learning program in the country 
and is considered a leader in this field. 

As the only art museum affiliate of the Internet2 network, the Museum is extremely honored by the 
opportunity to share its quality programming with the Megaconference Jr. community. The Museum’s other 
pioneering work with Internet2 has included remote collaboration between the Museum’s conservation 
department, Case Western Reserve University, the Center for Research and Conservation in Paris and remotely 
delivered lectures by curatorial staff. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive museums. Its permanent 
collection is world renowned for its quality and breadth, spanning 6,000 years. The Museum is a significant 
international forum for exhibitions, scholarship and art acquisitions. For more information on the Museum, its 


holdings, programs, services and events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.ClevelandArt.org. 
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